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FRANCE HONORS CHARLOTTE VIGNON WITH THE MEDAL OF
CHEVALIER OF THE ORDER OF ARTS AND LETTERS

On Wednesday, May 23, Charlotte Vignon, Curator of Decorative Arts of The Frick
Collection, will receive the insignia of Chevalier of the Order of Arts and Letters from
Cultural Counselor of the French Embassy Bénédicte de Montlaur, in a private
ceremony held at the Frick. The Ordre des Arts et des Lettres was established in 1957
to recognize eminent artists and writers, as well as individuals who have contributed
significantly to furthering the arts in France and throughout the world. The Order is
given out three times annually to only a few hundred people worldwide. Among the
Americans who have received this award in the past are Meryl Streep, Agnes Gund,
Richard Meier, Robert Paxton, Robert Redford, Uma Thurman, Ornette Coleman,

Judith Jamison, Jim Jarmusch, and Frick Director lan Wardropper.

Charlotte Vignon, Curator of Decorative Arts, The
Frick Collection, New York; photo: Michael
Bodycomb

A specialist in eighteenth-century French furniture and decorative arts, Charlotte VVignon was appointed in 2009 as

the first decorative arts curator at The Frick Collection. Over the past nine years, she has brought renewed attention
to the Frick’s remarkable decorative arts holdings through her work on the permanent collection, special exhibitions,
promised gifts, new acquisitions, and special loans. Vignon is a Trustee and Visiting Associate Professor at The Bard
Graduate Center, New York, where she teaches courses focused on European decorative arts and the history of
collecting. In 2016, she curated the acclaimed exhibition Pierre Gouthiére: Virtuoso Gilder at the French Court, the
first monographic study on the French bronze chaser and gilder who worked for Louis XV and Louis XVI. Following
its presentation in New York, the show traveled to the Musée des Arts Décoratifs in Paris. The project was nominated
this fall by Apollo Magazine as one of the best international museum exhibitions of the year. The catalogue, written
by Vignon and Christian Baulez, former chief curator at the Musée de Versailles, is the first major study on the artist

since 1912 and the only comprehensive volume published in English. Vignon also organized the Frick’s current
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exhibition, Fired by Passion: Masterpieces of Du Paquier Porcelain from the Sullivan Collection, a year-long
installation inspired by the generous gift of fourteen pieces of Du Paquier porcelain made to the Frick in 2016 by

Paul Sullivan and Trustee Melinda Martin Sullivan.

Other acclaimed exhibitions organized by Vignon include Porcelain, No Simple Matter: Arlene Shechet and the
Arnhold Collection (2016), From Sévres to Fifth Avenue: French Porcelain at The Frick Collection (2015), Coypel's
Don Quixote Tapestries: Illustrating a Spanish Novel in Eighteenth-Century France (2015), Precision and Splendor:
Clocks and Watches at The Frick Collection (2014), Turkish Taste at the Court of Marie-Antoinette (2011), and
Exuberant Grotesques: Renaissance Maiolica from the Fontana Workshop (2009). In addition to authoring numerous
exhibition catalogues, Vignon has contributed to several publications on the museum’s holdings and is the author of
The Frick Collection Decorative Arts Handbook (2015), which highlights stellar works from rare Limoges enamels

and Sévres porcelain to French eighteenth-century furniture and early clocks and watches.

A native of France, Vignon received her Ph.D. from the Sorbonne, Paris, writing her dissertation on the role of the
Duveen Brothers in shaping the international market for European decorative arts and Chinese porcelain between
1880 and 1940. In the spring of 2019, her book on the topic will be co-published by the Frick and D Giles Ltd,
offering a much-needed update on this colorful and influential family of dealers. Vignon has held fellowships at The
Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Cleveland Museum of Art, and The Frick Collection, where she was an Andrew
W. Mellon Curatorial Fellow from 2007 to 2009.

Comments Director lan Wardropper “We are thrilled that Charlotte Vignon’s many achievements and contributions
to the field have been recognized by the French government with the award of the Ordre des Arts et des Lettres. As
the first Frick decorative arts curator, her dedication and groundbreaking research have profoundly enriched our
interpretation and understanding of this important area of our holdings. Through special exhibitions, education
programs, and publications, — not to mention the courses she teaches at the Bard Graduate Center—, her scholarly
research has expanded the public’s knowledge and appreciation of the decorative arts, including French furniture,
porcelain, oriental carpets, and enamels. We look forward to celebrating Charlotte’s many accomplishments at the

award ceremony in May.”
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General Information Phone: 212.288.0700
Web site: www.frick.org
Building project: www.frickfuture.org

E-mail: info@frick.org
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App: frick.org/app

Museum address: 1 East 70th Street, near Fifth Avenue

Hours: Open six days a week: 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. on Tuesdays through Saturdays; 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on
Sundays. Closed Mondays, New Year’s Day, Independence Day, Thanksgiving, and Christmas Day. Limited hours
(11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.) on Lincoln’s Birthday, Election Day, and Veterans Day

Admission: $22; senior citizens $17; students $12; Pay-what-you-wish hours on Wednesdays from 2:00 p.m. to 6:00
p.m. PLEASE NOTE TO YOUR READERS: Children under ten are not admitted to the museum

First Fridays: Museum admission and gallery programs are free from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. on the first Friday
evening of the month (except January and September)

Subway: #6 local to 68th Street station; #Q to 72nd Street station; Bus: M1, M2, M3, and M4 southbound on Fifth
Avenue to 72nd Street and northbound on Madison Avenue to 70th Street

Tour Information: Included in the price of museum admission is an Acoustiguide Audio Tour of the permanent
collection. The tour is offered in six languages: English, French, German, Italian, Japanese, and Spanish.

Shop: The shop is open the same days as the museum, closing fifteen minutes before the institution.
Group Museum Visits: Please call 212.288.0700 for details and to make reservations.
Public Programs: A calendar of events is available online

Library address: 10 East 71st Street, near Fifth Avenue
Hours: www.frick.org/visit/library/hours

Admission: Open to the public free of charge
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